Wardrobe
mistress

HOW TO WEAR THE KEY LOOKS NOW

The model and writer
Laura Batley, 44,
takes her pick of this
season’s florals

“Florals are a big part of my
wardrobe, from vintage tea dresses to
high-street blouses. In the past, I
could easily wear florals and ribbons
in my hair, but now I prefer to
toughen them up, whether that’s by
layering them under a hoodie or a
denim jacket or pairing them with
trainers. I'm drawn to a modern floral
rather than a vintage rose. I cycle
everywhere, so I'm definitely practical
in the way I dress, but I still like
to feel romantic or feminine.”

@laurabaileylondon

FLORAL ROBE WITH TAILORING
“This kimono was a surprising choice for me, but I was
attracted to the contrast of classic tailoring with this
feminine layer on top. It's an elegant way of incorporating
the floral trend on top of your everyday style, and long,
silky robes are big this season, too. In the winter I live
in an oversized trench coat, and a kimono-style robe feels
like a more fluid summer version of that extra layer. I also
like the idea of wearing it over shorts and a vest for a
picnic. It's very versatile.”

White T-shirt, £25, AND/OR; johnlewis.com. Kimono, £70,

ZARA. Cropped straight-leg chinos, £98, JIGSAW. White court

shoes, £55, NEXT. Gold earrings, £69, UNO DE 50

STYLE TIP
A KIMONO over classic tailoring
softens the look

MAXIDRESS

“I love the free-spirited attitude of this dress, the
proportions and the detail on the sleeves. On the
hanger, it looks like a real showstopper, but I wanted
to make it feel almost sporty, like you could run
around in it all day. I've layered a red poloneck
underneath to exaggerate the great 1970s colours, and
the sneakers ground the look. I've paired it with
flatform Supergas because that’s what I wear every day.
They are my favourites. The height, the bounce, the
sportiness — they seem to make everything work. For me,
this isn’t a dress to wear with high heels.”

T S I
Red silky rollneck, £39, KETTLEWELL. Silk dress, £170,
MANGO. White sneakers, £55, SUPERGA. Socks, £4, ASOS

STYLE TIP
Pop a poloneck underneath a PRINT
maxidress for a 19708 look

PRINT BLOUSE AND MIDISKIRT

“The ditsy floral print on this blouse is as easy to wear as a
plain shirt because it’'s so fine it's almost abstract. I wanted
to play that off by pairing it with something a bit more
muscular. This Bella Freud skirt gives me that French-girl
feeling, as if I was on a chic city holiday. It's a really
modern length and style. I've paired it with flatform sandals
here, but I also like the idea of wearing it with skinny boots.”
Muslin shirt, £153, THE KOOPLES. Cotton-mix Fonda skirt,

£490, BELLA FREUD. Silver ankle-strap sandals, £52, TOPSHOP.
Super-skinny scarf, £85, ROCKINS. Silver asymmetric

earrings, £17, A WEATHERED PENNY

STYLE TIP

i Set off a FEMININE floral shirt
- N with tougher denim
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