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Classics revisited Denim shirts
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Blue jeans have long been 
the object of fashion’s 
highest praise. Yves 

Saint Laurent famously wished he had 
invented them, Diana Vreeland said they 
were the most beautiful thing since the 
gondola and Andy Warhol loved his so 
much he hoped to die wearing them. But 
what of their humble, often-overlooked 
offspring: the denim shirt?

 Despite its long and storied history as 
a fabric worn for its hard-wearing 
functionality, denim exudes eternal youth. 
Helped in part by icons such as James 
Dean and Marlon Brando in, respectively, 
Rebel Without a Cause and The Wild One
in the 1950s, it shed its utilitarian image as 
a cloth worn only in the American West, 
instead becoming a symbol of defiant non-
conformity among the young, and making 
its way from cowboys to catwalks.

 This goes some way to explaining why 
the denim shirt is a ‘boomerang’ item, 
something that keeps coming back around. 
Though it may not hold quite the status of 
its trouser counterpart, it has all the same 
hallmarks. It is easy to wear, easy to care 
for and will serve you for life if you let it.

 Thank Alexa Chung and friends for its 
most recent resurgence, which sees the 
once-mocked ‘double denim’ look (though 
we’re still keen on Kirstie Alley’s early-90s 
take, above) repackaged and given a stylish 
new standing. Put simply, an oversized pale 
denim shirt worn with a pair of darker-
wash skinnies is the contemporary shortcut 
to nonchalant chic – and who doesn’t want 
to channel that? Bibby Sowray

An oversized shirt looks effortless over slim-cut 
trousers and high heels. Denim shirt, £215, 
MiH Jeans (mih-jeans.com); faux-leather 
trousers, £155, Isabel Marant Etoile, and 
watch, £250, Larsson & Jennings, both from 
matchesfashion.com; stackable rings with 
freshwater pearls, £115 for four, Eddie 
Borgo (eddieborgo.com); leather bag, £890, 
Victoria Beckham (victoriabeckham.com); 
slingbacks, £175, Russell & Bromley 
(russellandbromley.co.uk)  

The once-mocked 
‘double denim’ 

look beloved of the 
1980s is repackaged 
and given a stylish 

new standing

Double denim is no longer a no-go. Refresh with 
relaxed-fit jeans that are cropped just above the 

ankle. Team with this season’s must-have 
loafer and statement belt. Oversized denim 
shirt, £45, and high-waisted jeans, £55, both 
Topshop (topshop.com); sunglasses, £118, 
Retrosuperfuture (retrosuperfuture.com); 
leather belt, £290, and faux-fur and leather 
loafers, £650, both Gucci (gucci.com); 
18ct-gold single earring, £885, Sophie 
Bille Brahe, from net-a-porter.com

Layer under a tunic dress or 
jumper for the transition into 

autumn. Denim shirt, £120, 
APC (apc.fr); cord jacket, 
£308, Trademark, from 
matchesfashion.com; tunic 
dress, £29.99, H&M (hm.
com); plastic sunglasses, 
£12, & Other Stories 
(stories.com); leather 
rucksack, £295, and 
felt sandals, £165, both 
Whistles (whistles.com)  

Next week: Longchamp’s new bags
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